He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith wato the churches.—Jesus Christ. 


Come out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her 
plagues.—A Voice from Heaven. 
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Priesthood from Atom to Sasegh. 


(Concluded from page 196.) 


Having shown to a limited extent the 
authority and which the Priest- 
gave to those who held it, from 
Adam down to Jesus Ohrist and his first 
Apostles, it now remains for us to connect 
the past with the present, and to show 
how and when the Prophet Joseph Smith 
received authority to reorganize the king- 


dom of God on the earth, and to appoint 


others to act in his stead after he was 
slain. 

When the inhabitants of the earth had 
put Jesus to death, and ted and 
7 entirely rej irit of rev 
tion between man and the heavens. For 
this reason their generations have been left 
should be raised up in the midst of the 


Many noble spirits have been reserved 
to come forth in the time when the Lord 


days. This di ion will the 
in it all things may be united in one. In 


THE 
Price One Penny. 
deepest interest to this generation, and 
the importance of his position assumes 
& magnitude not even conceived of by a 
of the Saints. 
me may ask, “Why did the Lord 
choose Joseph Smith, an illiterate youth, 
to be His agent in so great a work?” 
_ We answer, because in his veins flowed the 
| — blood of the Priesthood, which had 
| descended in a direct line through many 
| Ss from fathers who never for- 
| eited their right to its powers and 
| 
| 
earth, would be fit subjects to receive | 
the Priesthood, and again gather the right- | 
eous together and prepare’them to in- | 
herit the earth when the generations of 
the wicked are cut off. | 
in 
days of restitution. From among coviedl Melchisedek Priesthoods were con- 
Joseph Smith was chosen upon him by those who had held 
| privlage according t0 th order of mo 
vens revelation to stand at | privilege according to order of suc- 
the head of the dispensation of the last | veasion in the Privethood. Brother Jos 
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seph Smith and Oliver Cowdery were or- 
dained to the Asronic Priesthood on the 
15th of May, 1829, under the following 
circumstances, as related by brother Jo- 
seph in. his history, Supplement. to Star, 
xiv. page 15. He says, “ We oma cer- 
tain day, went into the woods to pray, 
and inquire of the Lord respecting bap- 
tism for the remission of sins, as we found 
mentioned in the translation of the plates. 
While we were thus employed, praying 
and calling upon the Lord, a mea 
from heaven descended in a cloud of light, 

and having laid his hand upon us, he 

ordained us, saying unto us, ‘ Upon you, 

my fellow-servants, in the name of Mes- 

siah, I confer the Priesthood of Aaron, 

which holds the keys of the ministeri 

of angels, and of the Gospel of repent- 

ance, and of baptism by immersion for 

the remission of sins.’ . . . He said 

this Aaronic Priesthood had not the power 

of laying on of hands for the gift of the 
Holy Ghost, but that this should be con- 

ferred on us hereafter. 

“The messenger who visited us on this 
occasion, and conferred this Priesthood 
upon us, said that his name was John, 
the same that is called John the Baptist 
in the New Testament, and that he acted 
under the direction of Peter, James, and 
John, who held the keys of the Priest- 
hood of Melchisedek, which Priesthood 
he said should in due time be conferred 
on us.” 

The particular circumstances under 
which brother Joseph was ordained to 
the Priesthood of Melchisedek, have not 
yet been published to the world; but in a 
revelation given to him in ge 
1830, the d says, “And with 
Peter, and James, and John, whom I have 
seat unto you, by whom I have ordained 
you and confirmed you to be Apostles 
and especial witnesses of my name, and 
bear the keys of your ministry, and of the 
same things which I rev unto them : 
unto whom I have committed the keys of 
my kingdom, and a dispensation of the 
| for the last. times.” 

_ As brother foo freely received from 
he freely be- 
stowed the. keys of this ministry, upon 

who were worthy,to, succeed him, 


.they might carry out. and perfect the | missi 
which! | 


had received, 
. We have now shown the principle of 
continual succession in the Pri 


how the former part of the Gospel. dis, | 
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pensation is connected with the 
and how the present system will continue 
in all future time. There will be no 
other foundation laid for the salvation of 
the children of men, than that which is 
laid through Joseph ‘Smith: 
In the language of brother Bri 
“ No man or woman should be deprived. 
of going into the presence of the Father 
the Son, and enjoying an exaltation, 
if they would walk in the path he had 
inted out.” Thus we see that all the 
might hopes of eternal life now entertain- 
ed by the Saints haye been derived from 
the revelations given through the Prophet 
Joseph, and that he forms one of the prin- 
cipal links in the great chain of our salva- 
tion 


Joseph Smith is to this generation what 
Noah was to the antediluvians, or Moses 
to the children of Israel. He is the only 
channel through which mankind can re- 
ceive and spiritual, present and 
future salvation. The Lord will forever 
recognize him as standing at the head of 
this a and all who reject the 
principles revealed through him will con- 

is mission is important, 
faithfully performed it, the fruits of his lan 


bours will forever increase, and he will in- 


Although brother Joseph has sealed his 
testimony with his blood, and passed be- 
hind the yail, he still labours, in connexion 
with those who act in his stead on the 
earth, and those just men made perfect 
who have preceded him, to bring about 
the great, events of these latter-days. 
He will receive his exaltation like unto 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, sit in the 
councils of the Gops, and have power 
with his fellow-labourers to complete 
the great. work of redemption. Those 
who regeive his testimony will follow him 
in the inheritance of eternal lives. He 


| 
| is en Will yet sit iD ) 
on those who have rejected their counsels, 
despised, their authority, uted the 
Saints, and shed the blood of the right- 
eous. 
| When the Elders go forth among the 
nations to preach the Gospel, the Spirit 
constrains them to testify to the divine 
Ds on. of Joseph., Without this testi- 
y they.fiad thet their preaching is 
| void Why ie is 60? Because this is the 
| determining point, the test by which alt 
men in this generation. age to be tried. 
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If they will receive Smith, they 
will receive the Lord Jesus who sent him ; 
if they reject him and his 
reject the Gospel of salvation and all its 
blessings. | 
The primitive A were not re- 
page to testify to the Jews of Moses and 
Prophets, because they already be- 
lieved in them, but they were required 
to declare that that same Jesus whom the 
Jews had crucified was the Messiah—the 
Son of God, and that he had risen from 
the dead, and ascended to the right hand 
of the Father. It appears to have been 
quite as difficult to establish that fact im- 
mediately after it occurred as it is now to 
establish this—that J Smith was 
sent of God, that he was slain for the tes- 
timony of Jesus, and that, poy endured 
all things even unto death, as did his elder 
Brother, he has, also, like him, overcome 
all things, and will be crowned in.the 
kingdom of his Father. : 
A belief in the divine wer abe 
het Joseph is just as necessary er to 
attain to salvation in this day, as the simple 
belief in a crucified and risen Redeemer 
was in the days of the early Apostles. 
The Christian sects of the day, in a 
iit of characteristic covetousness, long 
r the blessings which the ancients en- 
joyed, and overlook similar blessings which 
‘to the earl world as the 
iods of neredhien events and holy men. 
Ther almost wish that they could have 
lived in the good ae of Abraham, 
Moses, Peter, or Paul. they have 
lived then they imagine that they would 
have been extremely sanctified and holy. 
Such persons are too blind to see that 
the practice of the same principles will 
make men righteous now, as well as then, 
and principles are eternal and 
within their reach. The righteousness 
of some of these le scarcely exceeds 
that of the Scribes and Pharisees, for th 
er sr the Saints of these days for be- 
ing and practising the same principles 
that exalted Abraham, and for whieh 
phen was stoned to death. 
- Christians of the t day will pro- 
bably admit that adultery was a heinous 


crime in the days of ancient when 
the guilty were put to death, Wherens 


in these days they attach but little or no 
criminality to it, and some are seized with 
holy horror at the idea that: men should 
be put to death for such an offence. A 
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Salts, 
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plurality of wives ite ri 
view it, in the of 


they | and ‘good old David, but is now declared 


to be quite “intolerable, infamous, and 
degrading,” when at least one half of the 
world are ing in licentiousness and 
prostitution.” Future generations will 
wonder why this redeeming principle is 
h principles and practi 

wit i ices, so it 
is with men and sacred records. The 
the divine mission 
of former: and Apostles, but 
when Smith came similar 
mission, he was rejected and slain. The 
Bible, notwithstanding its many 
matical errors and a nt inconsisten- 
cies, the latter arising from the vague and 
absurd interpolations of men, is reverenced 
and believed in, as the truth it contains 
ever should be; but when the Book of 
Mormon is presented, testifying of the 
same Jesus, and setting forth the same 
high and holy principles in a still more 
simple and perfect manner, it is denounced 
as a fable, an: imposition, and the man 
who brought it forth is sti as a 
money di and fanatic. 

Not only the Bible, but the Book of 
Mormon, and every other book which 
teaches the same principles, is good for 
instructiqn in the doctrines of salvation. 
The record of the life and writings of 
the het Joseph, not only in the theo- 
ry of salvation, but in the practical appli- 
cation of that theory to the nt con- 
‘wants of mankmd, is not 
eq inspired record yet made 

We do not expect those who have not 
obeyed the Gospel and received the gift 
of the Holy Ghost, to believe what we sa 
on this subject, for the most implicit faith 
in Joseph Smith as an inspired Apostle and 
Prophet, is necessary before his teaching: 
can be believed as sacred. We wish to 
forcibly upon the minds of the 
the importance of the mission of 
brother J ,and the a which he 
occupies to and also the worth of 
that invaluable record of his life and suf- 
ferings, which is now being published to 
entitled History or JosePH 


But few of the Saints appreciate the 
_ blessings which they now enjoy. 
is also a day of great events, when 
righteous men speak and write as they are 
moved upon by the Holy Ghost. The 


> 


> 


sed, by men in all classes of society. 
has been talked about by religious and ir- 
religious, professor and . It has 
been the theme in the islative Hall, 
the Pulpit, the Bar-room, and the Press. 
Polygam one the Mor- 
mons 0 , has resounded every- 
where. has gone 


; to 
and to high and low, 
i poor, priests and peo we 
conscientious 


to the human family. 
not room to enter into the 
issue ; but 


when honestly and can- 
ters; t with i ‘and not 
to be trifled with. enter into the 


- Soci 
our 
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men, if believed practised, are now 
continually handed out to man i 
way best suited to their | 
tion is what the honest in treasure 
and therefore it is the on” 
and sacred Records of 
which more immediately | of knowledge, not merel 
The Hi laid away on some dusty 
published, will to up in an antiquated chest, b 
generations what the Bi impressed upon their minds, and insti 
still more abundantly. Hl | death, or eternity cannot obliterate them, 
account of the practical workings of the | and then they will prove like « Hm 
aien of aieiinnin the | living water springing up from the foun- 
Saints establishing the kin m'of heaven | tains of the soul unto eternal life. 
Pulygamy. 
Since this doctrine has been promulga- | of our religious creed. We do this calmly, 
every variety of opinion has been expres- | deliberation, eo Sg ee 
religiously, socially, morally, p y> 
and politically; we pro- 
principle, as emanating from God, and 
that under His direction it would bea 
merits 
land; from California to Texas, and from | touch upon a few items which circum- 
Louisiana to Maine. ‘“ The cat is now | stances render necessary, and leave the 
out of the bag”—Eureka! Eureka !! we | details for another time. 
have found it. We are aware that strong prejudices 
On this, our first issue, it may be expeoc- exist in the minds of the good and virtu- 
ted that something should be said by us, | ous, the honourable and high-minded of 
in relation to this matter. This we un- | our land, in relation to this subject; and 
dertake as cheerfully as any other task; | we think we can respect and appreciate 
great Matropolis of Aserien thestr 
at ; 
of Arts, Science, and this 
nuc intelligence and ignorance, wis- 
dom and folly, religion and infidelity, 10Mesuc circie, themseives. 
virtue and vice, purity and corruption ; in | into all the conditions and relationships. 
this city of gorgeous splendour and squa- | of life, and therefore demand the most , 
lid misery and want, to declare that we | serious, calm, and dispasai consider- 
are polygamists. Weare not ashamed to 
nation; to rulers 
weak, rickety standard of » would 
be a thing to be deprecated every 
polygamy; and that it is part and parcel 


That he had not 


FEE 
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of theory and speculation renee such persons if ever seriously reflected 
loathsome, sensual gratification. We have And further; it is 

aims and more exalted views of the | prejudice, education, and the corrupt state 
reltionohip of man and wife; and puns of society that has led them to these con- 
us to see the fountain of life thus perver- | clusions; or matters of fact, deduced from 
e cannot without Ded each, 

who was created J 

stand at the head | David, and a host of other 
men mentioned in the Scriptures, were po~ 
l ists? That the twelve tribes of 
to whom belonged the covenants 
sunk in crime, a creature of and | promises,” &c., from four wo~ 
or view the powers given of| men, the wives of one man? Did they 
for the tion of his | ever reflect that those polygamists were 
more virtuous than this generation; and 
with all its revolting, deadly, that for such things as are practised here 
effects, without | every day with impunity —adultery, a 
for fallen humanity. Neither | man would be “stoned to death by all 
can we ld without emotion that body | Israel ?” it 
which might be possible for the Lord to be un- 
of their spirit in the resurrection of the| changeable? [EE learned 
just, which ought to be pure, chaste, vir- | much from man in a few thousand years; 
tuous, and noble, become polluted and de- | and that possibly he was not in error then; 
graded ; a receptacle of disease—the effects | and if not then, that the same principles 
of transgression ; unhealthy, weak, emaci- | might probably be as correct now as they 
ated, a living, loathsome, one Te were at that time? It is well for us not 
and children inheriting from their birth | to be too hasty. Did they eyer reflect 
diseases entailed by their parents, “ to the Peter says there shall be a “ restitu- 
third and fourth generations.” yee ot Did they ever think 
We as eternal beings believe in eternal ee, 
laws, covenants and unions, eneneting morally, religiously, and politically wrong, 
from God, and based upon purity which leads to the amount of corruption 
virtue. We are not united only “ until | that now exists? If not, we would recom~ 
union in the eternal worlds; based upon | they condemn. We would here state this is 
living, intelligent, eternal principles; our | a subject that has attracted the attention of 
Gospel, our religion, our covenants and | the virtuous and good in all ages. It is 
marriages, all our acts refer to this; and | a subject that statesmen, philanthropists, 
no one can detest the loathsome, degraded, | and philosophers have, in all countries, 
ge and miserable state of the world, | vainly endeavoured to check, for genera- 
in ion to lewdness, lasciviousness, | tions; and that Princes, Ki Presi. 
adultery, and debauchery, more than we | dents, and Emperors have vainly tried to 

do; and were women treated with us as | remove. 

they are in thousands of instances here, it; To check this, legal enactments have 
would cost a man his head. ce eee been. made—sometimes, as in England, 
find, as in ancient Israel, more one | licensing brothel houses; at other times, 
man who dare use “ the javelin.” putting up before such places a lantern 
We are not surprised, then, that men of | at the door, a, os 
, reflection and virtue, having a knowledge | ten on it; sometimes, by most strin- 
of the world, should feel indignant at Po- gent laws, with various enactments 
lygamy. ping barn upon it as something | appended. Various legislative enactments 
pandering to the brutal passions of man ; | have been made in Prussia, Austria, France, 
and.from the exceeding low standard of | and other Continental nations. But what 
virtue, can scarce conceive of anything but | has it all resulted in? Nothing. Go to 
lasciviousness associated with the sex. We | England now, and you see thousands of 
respect the conscientious feelings of such » Miserable, homeless outcasts, wan- 
men; for we know that with their ideas and seeking to 
drag out the remnants of a miserable ex- 
revolting ; but we would respectfully istence by bartering their—was I going 
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to say virtue? Oh! name it not! Itis 
ing, loathsome and i 


teo-humiliating, 


these cases ?) will show 


Hamburgh, for instance—they aro ogre 
bited from going abroad professionally, 
law ; but are located 


streets full may be seen, 


Need I mention the boarding-houses 
and hotel accommodations here in our 
own land, and trace matters of this kind 
from our splendid saloons and pariours— 
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(Continued from page 205.) 


Monday, 6th. At a Conference held at 
Quincy, Illinois, on the 6th of May, 1889— 
President Joseph Smith, junior, presiding— 
the following Resolutions were unanimously 
agreed to— | 
, Besolved 1st: That the faniilies of Elder 
ks, Elder Grainger, and Bishop N. K. 


Wi s be kept here amongst us for the 
Resolved 2nd: .That Elder Marks be P 


hereby appointed to preside over the Church 
at Commerce, Illinois. 
Resolved Srd: That Bishop Whitney also 


Resolved 5th: That the following of the 
Seventies have the sanction ef this Ceuncil 


that they accompany the Twelve to Europe, 


—_h Theodore Turley, George Pitkin, 
Joseph Bates Nobles, Charles Hibbard, Jolin 
, Bamtiel Mulliner, 


Scott, Lorenzo D. Yo 


Smith, junior, , it was unani- 
mously Resolved, That Elder John P. Greene 
be appointed to: go to the City of New York, 


laws and doctrines of said: Chureh; and 


his experience and/knewledge of the laws of 
the: Kingdom of God, we do. not hesitate to 


recommend him to the Saints as one in whom 


through the streete—down to Five Points? 
Are not these things all known? I might 
here ask, whose are those unfortunate 
children that. our ladies 
on the sidewalk allotted to them; and in | out, and feeding and clothing lately wi 
the sale of their dishonour (who are the | such laudable benevolence? And further, 
where do our miulattees come from ? 
But we niust stop; we have gone far 
enough ; the picture would be too dark. 
decency says, 
| the city ; and th warm b 
of ity ; ere 8 i y, morality, law, an istianity, 
viting passers by, offering ves t state of the world proves their 
for market. ney. The Lord’s way, as prac- 
tised men of God, the “ Res~ 
titution”—as lately revealed—we think 
| will stop it among us.—Zhe Mormon, 
| Feb..17. 
| 
| 
‘Resolved 6th: That it be observed as « 
|" general‘rele, that those of the Seventies 
| who have net yet preached, shall not for the 
| fature, be sent on foreign missions. 
| ‘Resolved 7th: That Elder J. P. Greene 
| be appointed to go to the City of New York 
| and preside over the Churches there, and in 
| : e regions round about. 
| I also gave the following letter to John 
| . Greene— 
| At a Conference meeting held ‘by the 
| Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 
| go to Commerce, and there act in unison | in‘the town of Quincy, Adams County, Ili- 
| with the other Bishops of the Church. nois, on Monday the 6th day of May, 1839, 
| Resolved 4th: That brother Turley’s 
use of the Church, until return from 
and preside over the Saints in that place 
is fally authorized to receive donation mo- 
nies by the liberality of the ‘Saints for the 
Snow; Jolin Snider, William Burton, | been persecuted, and driven their homes 
Lorenzo D. Barnés, ‘Milton ‘Holmes, ‘Abram | in‘the State of Misevuri ; and from 
GO. Smoot, Elias Smith; also the following | acquaintance with Elder Greene, and 
High Priests, namely—-Henry G. Sherwood, 
John Murdoek, Winslow Farr, William 
| Snow, Hiram Clark. 
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mach as ye have done it unto the least of 
‘these, ye have done it unto me.” 
“Yours in :the, bonds ‘of the ever 


‘Quincy, Mlinois, May'Sth, 1889. 
To all whom it may concern. 


The undersigned citisens of Quincy, Lili- 
¢ pleasure in recommending to 


* Latter-day Saints,” and makes a tour to 
the east for the purpose of raising means to 
relieve the sufferings of this unfortunate 
stripped as they have been of. their 
scattered throughout this part 


bear testimony 


Very respectfully yours, | 
Hotmes, Merchant. 
I. N. Monuis, Attorney at Law, 
and Editor of Argus. . 
Gevernor State 


ois. 
‘Ricuarp M. Youne, U.S. Sena- 


citizen. 


J. T. Houwes, Merchan 
‘Nicuotas Waex, County Clerk. 
C, M. Woons,. Clerk of Cirenit 


Court, Adams Connty, Illinois. 


Quiney, Ilineis, May @th, 1839. 
His Excelieney the President of the 
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United States, the Heats of Departments, 
and all to whom this may be shown. 


The weg éd citizens of Quincy, Mlinois, 
beg leave to introduce to you the bearer, 
Rev. Sidney Rigdov. Mr. Rigdon is a Divine, 
connected with the Church of Latter-day 
Saints, and having enjoyed his acquaintance 
for some time we take great pleasure 
in recommending him to your favourable 
notice as a man of piety and a valuable 
citizen. | 

Any representation he may make, fouch- 
ing the object of his mission to your city, 
may be implicitly relied on. 


Very respectfully yours, 


Samvext 
Tuomas CaRLjy, 
Ricuarp M. Youno, 
I. N, Morzis, 
Himam Rocers, 

J. T. Homes, 
Nicnoias 

Cc. M. Woops. 


! 9th. I started with my fa- 
for Hancock County, 
and staid this night at tncle John Smith’s, 
at Green Plains, where we were most 
cordially received, 

Friday, 10th. I arrived with my fa- 
mily at the White Purchase, and took up 
Commerce , hoping that 
friends finda ‘vesting 


a little season at least. 


Quincy, Mlinois, 10th May, 1839. 


The Bearer, the Rev. Sidney Rigdon, is a 
member of a socigty of people, called “ Mor- 
mons,” or “Latter-day Saints,” who have 
been driven from the State of Migsouri, by 
order of the Executive of that State, and 
who have taken up their residence in and 
about this place in large numbers. I have 
no hesitation in saying, that this people have 
been most persecuted and cruelly 
treated by the people of Missouri. 

Mr. Rigdon has resided in and near this 
place for three or four months, during which 
time his conduct has been that of a gentle- 
man and a moral and worthy citizen. 


Samuzt LEsSOH. 


a variety of ‘business with brother 
Granger, and gave him the follow- 


Olive 
ing letter— 


as to ‘their ‘spiritual welfare, as‘ well as to 
the strictest: integrity in all temporal con- . 
cerns with which he may be entrusted. And 
we beseech the brethren, in the name of the 
Lerd Jesus, to receive this brother in behalf 
of the poor with readiness, and to abound 
unto’ him in a liberal manner; for “inas- 
Gospel, though no longer a prisoner in the 
hands of the Missourians, and still faithful 
with the Saints. 
Joszru Swrrn, junior; Chairman. 
Tuesday, 7th. I was in Council with| - 
the Twelve and others at Quincy. 
Sth. Iwas preparing to 
remove to Commerce, counselling the |! 
brethren, &c. ‘ 
the favourable notice of the public, the bearer 
of this, John P. Greene. Mr. Greene is con- 
nected with the Chureh of “ Mormons” or 
GE to the charitable and benevolent, 
have no fear but your contribu- 
aki of humanity will be properly 
if entrusted to the hands of Mr. 
He is authorized by his Church to 
premises; and we most cordially 
aa his piety and worth as a 
tor. 
L. V. Barston, M.D. 
Samugy Receiver Public 
Moneys. 
Hraam Ropesurs, M.D. 
M » 13th. I was engaged in.ge- 
a hj at home, and in transact- 
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oseph Smith, junior, Sidney Rigdon, and 
Benith, Presiding Elders of the Church 


Christ of Latter-day Saints, do here- | of 


by certify and solemnly unto all the 
Saints scattered abroad, and send unto 
them greeting: That we have always found 
President Oliver Granger'to be a man of 
the most strict integrity and moral virtue; 
and in fine, to be a man of God. 

We have had long experience and ac- 
quaintance with brother Granger. We 
have entrusted vast business concerns to 
him, which have been managed skilfully to 
the support of our characters and interest 
as well as that of the Church; and he is 
now authorized by a General Conference to 
go forth and engage in vast and im t 
concerns as an Agent for the Church, that 
he may fill a station of usefulness in obedi- 
ence to the commandments of God, which 
was given unto him July 8th, 1838, which 
says, “Let him (meaning brother Granger) 
contend earnestly for the redemption of the 
of my Church, saith the 


We earnestly solicit the Saints scattered 
abroad to strengthen his hands with all their 
might, and to put such means into his hands 
as shall enable him to accomplish his lawful 
designs and purposes, according to the com- 
mandments, and according to the instruc- 
tions which he shall give unto them. And 
that they entrust him with moneys, lands, 
chattels, and to assist him in this 
work; and it shall redound.greatly to the 
interest and welfare, peace and satisfaction 
of my Saints, saith the Lord God, for this is 
an honourable Agency which I have appoint- 
ed upto him, saith the Lord. And again, 
verily, thus saith the Lord, I will lift up my 
servant Oliver, and beget for him a great 
name on the earth, and among m People, 
because of the integrity of his soul: there- 
fore, let all my Saints abound unto him, with 
all liberality and long suffering, and it shall 
be a blessing on their heads. 

We would say unto the Saints abroad, let 
our hearts abound with grateful acknow- 
ledgements unto God our Heavenly Father, 
who hath called us unto His holy calling by 
the revelation of Jesus Christ, in these last 

vered us out of the seventh trouble, 
which happened unto us in the State of Mis- 
souri. -May God reward our enemies ac- 
cording to their works. We request the 
prayers of all the Saints, subscribing our- 
selves their humble brethren in tribulations, 
in the bonds of the everlasting Gospel. 


Joszra Surrn, junior, 
Ricpor, 
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To the Presidency of the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints, Greeting. 
considerable im to our Church, 
and which if not attended to is calculated 
(in my humble opinion) to raise a prejudice 
in a considerable portion of the community, 
and destroy those benevolent and philan- 
thropic feelings which have been manifested 
towards us as a people by a large portion of 
this community: I have reférence to the 
letters of brother Lyman Wight, which have 
been inserted in the Quincy Whig. I am 
aware that upon a cursory view of these, 
nothing very objectionable may appear ; yet 
if they are attentively considered, there will 
be found very great objections to them in- 
deed: for instance, in condemning the De- 
of Missouri, why condemn that of 
the whole Union? and why use such epi- 
thets as “Demagogue” to T. H. Benton, 
for not answering his letter, when 


publications, and why we should come 
against the democracy of the nation, when 
they were doing all in their power to assist 
us: it was something which he could not 
understand, and wished to know if we as a 
people countenanced such proceedings. 
told him, for my part, I was sorry that 
letters had ever made their appearance, and 
believed that such a course was at variance 


not fellowshipped, and the brethren wished 
to disavow all connexion with such proceed- 
ings, and appointed a committee to wait on 
brother Wight, to beg of him not to persist 
in the course, which, if not nipped in the bud, 
will probably bring persecution with all its 
horrors upon an innocent by 
folly and imprudence of one 
From information, I understand that the 
feelings of the Governor are very much hurt 
by the course which is pursued. I think we 
ought to correct the public mind on this 
subject, and, as a Church, disayow all con- 
nexions with politics. h a measure 
we may in some measure counteract the 
baneful influence which his letters have oc- 
casioned. But if such a course which he 
that he intends to do,) it 
way, and we can have no 
reasonable prospect of obtaining justice from 
the authorities of lice 08 tha Union, whom we wan- 
tonly condemn before ws have’ made spp 


cation. The same feelings are begianing t® 


Sth May, 1839. 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| is very probable that he had not received 
it ? 
| Yesterday I was waited on by Mr. Morris, 
who asked me what was intended by such 
| | | greater part | 
| our people. 
| Yesterday I brought the subject before 
the authorities of the Church who are here, 
where it was manifest that his conduct was 
| 
| 
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be manifested in Springfield by those who , widows, and 
have been our friends there. 
The Whigs are glad of such weapons, and pee Set and say, 
make the most of them. You will probably | Th app say Beet Fol aa est that 
think too officious, but I feel | I am em tanocent in thls santter. 
subject; I feel for my | Iam with great respect, gentlemen, 
ws, the cries of Yours in the bonds of Christ, 
the moans of the distressed, R. B. Tuompson. 


and 

tinually present in my mind; andI} ps1 you do not intend to be in Quin- 

cy this week, would you favour us with 
subject ? 


your opinion on the 
imprudeance and of R. B. 
be thrown down, our houses Quincy, Monday morning, 
destroyed, our brethren slain, our wives 13th May, 1839. 
(To be continued.) 


Che Latter-tny Sainte’ Biillenvial Stor, 


SATURDAY, APRIL 7, 18565. 


Tue Propuet JosePH.— Having been acquainted with the Prophet Joseph, and with 
aany of the principal events of his life, we know that he endured all things to establish 
the kingdom of God and administer sAlvation to this generation. Therefore we féel 
a pleasure in our feeble efforts to enlarge the comprehensions of ‘men concerning his 
high and holy vocation. We find ourselves quite inadequate to the task of laying 
this subject before our readers in all its varied richness and beauty, and we can only 
say to the Saints, seek diligently the enlightening influences of the Holy Spirit, that 
you may the better comprehend your own position, and that of those who are over 
you in the Lord. 

_ We testify that brother Joseph still lives, at least in the Spirit, and labours for the 
Saints, and that the time is not far distant when he will receive a glorious resurrec- 
tion, and sit in the councils of his brethren on the earth. We testify that the same 
Joseph and Hyrum, whom wicked men slew for the testimony of Jesus, will yet 
appear in God-like majesty and power to rule in Zion, when their enemies will tremble, 
and the work of the Lord roll on with increased power. 

The results of the labours of brother Joseph are daily increasing so rapidly that 
men behold and wonder at the power made manifest. Mankind are waking up from 
the slumber of ages, and opening their eyes to the abyss of ruin which lies immediately 
before them. An occasional ray of light reveals the danger to thousands who are 
still urged on to destruction by the irresistible impulses of their own evil passions 
reject salvation. 

The honest in heart who see the general wreck, are led to seek for some avenue of 
escape, and the Spirit gently whispers that the Lord has again reyealed the way of 
life and salvation through His servant Joseph. Thay litte and obey, and increasing 
thousands now comprehend that the prophecies of Isaiah, Jeremiah, Jesus, and Joseph 
are coming to pass; that the promises made to Israel are being fulfilled... While they 
see pestilence, war, and the commotion of the elements sweeping off the wicked, they 
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are obeying the instructions of the Saviour,—* And when these things begin to come 
to pass, then look‘up, and lift up‘your heads; for your redemption draweth nigh.” 


‘Myriads of departed spirits have been looking forward with hope to this bright 


| period in the world’s existence, when the Prophet Joseph should appear to renew the 


communications between the dead and’ the living, and to: open-the- door of ‘salvation 
to the spirits in prison, ‘through the ministrations of their brethren in the flesh. 
Millions of spirits with whom brother Joseph associated in the bosom of the Father, . 
rejoiced when the time had arrived for him to come down te mingle in: the scenes 
of probation, to bring forth the keys of redemption to the remnants of Jacob, to re- 
organize the Priesthood on the earth, and to introduce the laws of celestial marriage, 
that they might come forth in a lineage worthy of the fioble destiny to: which they are 
ordained 


If the Saints would learn the great. mysteries of the kingdom, if they would know 
how to live here so that they might increase in the elements of life forever, if they 
would look at death as a mere change in the progress of an eternal existence, if they 
‘would have the next world opened “to the visions of their minds so that the present 
and future might be blended in one, they should study well the revelations from the 
Prophet Joseph. Examine thorouglily the acts of his life, weigh well the words that 
fell from his lips, and pray for the spirit of revelation to rest upon you, that you may 
discover the rich stores of knowledge they contain, and your spirit will be refreshed, 
your minds filled with intelligence, and -your whole natttre strengthened to walk in 
the paths of eternal life. 

If the Saints behold in brother Joseph the authorized agent of the Lord: Jesus,:and 
the captain of their salvation, and if he is the source of such great joy to all who 
receive the Gospel, what must be the miserable condition of those who slew him, ‘his 
brother Hyrum, antl many others of the faithful? In doing these things they have 
witnessed unto themselves that they were the children of those who persecuted and 
slew the Saints of former days, and thus they have sanctioned the acts of their fathers, 
and of all those who have shed the blood of the Priesthood. ‘We think that the sen- 
timents which the Saviour expressed to the Scribes-and Pharisees ‘are fully applicable 
to their case—Behold, I have sent unto you Prophets and wise men, and some of 
them you have killed, others you have beaten atid wounded, and you have persecuted 
them from city to city and from state to-state, and have driven them from: your pre- 


jail. Verily, all these things shall come upon this generation. 


Office of the L , St. Louis, | the plains. ‘That portion of those now on 
Feb. 1 th. 1855. I i as als 
It is intended that the rentainder ef our 
‘European emigration destined for Utah the } ped 
a year, will sail during the months of 
bruary and March, from Li l via 
Philadelphia, Cincinnati and St. ouis, to 
‘on the ‘Missouri River, ‘Wetenfter 


iver 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| sence, that upon you may come all the righteous blood shed upon the earth, from the 
| blood of righteous Abel to that of Joseph and Hyrum, whom you slew in Carthage 
| 
to deterutined port themselves ‘at this: office, ‘during the 
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month of April, or early in May, and 
ments. 

iseonsin, W oose to j 
across the country. 
vous at the same on the Missouri 


which will hereafter be made; known | every 


through the columns of the Luminary,— 
and there I will meet them personally, or 
by my agent, to organize them into com- 
panies, and ‘give 
and adopt such regulations, as will be ne- 
cessary for their security in crossing the 


Saint to leave the Missouri River, unless so 
ised in a company of at least fifty 
ual well men, and that too 
under the command of a man appointed 
by me; one who will carry out my in- 
structions. 


vered at the 
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such orders; the deficit or excess will be 
the. parties at the point of 
ou i 


twe oxen and twocows 
will be ient (if that.is the extent of 
their means) for a of eight or ten 


such instructions, | little. 


Those who have a surplus of means, 

provsios for. thee own outfit, should 
contribute to the “ Perpetual Emigrating 
so that other lomg tried and ‘faithfi 


Adress of Benjamin Bren, 


LATE PASTOR OF LONDON, ESSEX, KENT, AND READING CONFERENCES. 


persons, 
twoorthreefamilies. Of course, with 
what amount of teams only the necessary 
| and utensils can be 
en, and then the persons ride but 
Saints Who jack means, may receive aic 
through that channel. 
Inasmuch as many individuals and 
Behold, here isdom! “He that | hire 
0 is wisdom! “He ire a over 
hath ears to hear, let him hear.” Every to fitout tants and emigrate al such rom 
malé capable of bearing arms, should pro- | the Missouri river to Salt Lake in con- 
vide himself with a good rifle, or other | nexion with P. E. ene Camgpente, and 
effectual fire-arms, and ammunition. under similar regulations, by their advan- 
I will furnish at the point of outfit, for | cng $40 each, with the understanding 
such as desire it, wagons, oxen, cows, | that if, when the accounts shall have been 
guns, flour, bacon, &. Se Fund Co,, it is: as- 
Choice wagons made to order and deli- | certained the cost of their emigration 
point of outfit, with bows, | has:exceeded that ‘sum, the balance shall | 
projections, &c., will be about $78, with- | be. paid in Utah, and if less, it shall go to 
out projections, $75. Oxen, with yokes | the profit of the P. E. Fund. 100 
and chains, from $70 yoke ; wil Se 
experience, derived by six journeys » or $40. passenger. a freight 
wiete plains, enables me to know what will be taken for the latter at $10 per 100 
kind.of teams and outfits are wanted for | pounds. 
the + sayy All persons wishing to avail themselves 
ose wishing me to supply them in | ofthis opportunity, must send in to me 
part or in whole, should lose no time in | their names, with the amount of their 
must wipe ayant with certificates of upon. it, in order that active prepa- 
deposit, or on some good banking | rations may be making for thg immense 
house in the eastern cities or St. .Louis | labours attending it. 
for the amount to be expended in filling 
To all the Saints among whom I ‘have | my.departure hence to:Zion has arrived, 
Beloved in the Lord—As the time of! mouths, during which I have been priv ' 
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ich I owe to the Saints in my exten- 
sive field of labour, containing upwards of 
10,000 members, to return my heartfelt 
and unfeigned gratitude for the manifest 
acts of kindness I have realized at their 
hands, and for the uniform willingness 
they have manifested to co-operate with 
me in the upbuilding and rolling forth of 
che great werk of Gel tn thelr renpestive 
locations. 

me a source of exceeding great 
to reflect upon the devoted faith, the wil- 
ling zeal, and increasing union and liberal 
mindedness which have characterized 
from the commencement of our acquaint- 
ance. It has rendered my duties among 
you comparatively light, and has constitu- 
ted a motive and occasion for the pouring 
forth of the best praises of my to 
‘God, our eternal F'ather, whose Spirit an- 
sovereign | we have been brought 
into the bonds of the same holy covenant. 

Brethren and sisters, you have divided 
with me the last morsel of food you had, 
shared with me the last penny in cash, 
and that too without i —- 
and think you I can ever or 

tly of acts like these, or 

es isance of all our acts 
render a full reward? It cannot 
sooner shall the nature of God 


fervent prayers, that He who rules the 
winds and waves may control them in 
favour of His beloved Saints with whom 
I shall be associated on my way to Zion, 
and that the hearts of 
be drawn towards us, and devices 
endeavours of all our enemies be frustra- 
ted and turned back. And be assured of 
continued interest in your welfare, and 

my continued prayers and labours for 
your deliverance from Babylon.. Time 
nor distance, nor the force of circumstance 
can ever lessen in my soul the sense of 

titude and love which is ten 
Shave, and és j and 
true to the cause of our Royal master 
they never will, but on the 


rit shall qui up my memory and bring 


for the 
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to mind each act of love and kindness, my 
grateful heart shall swell with the fi 
i our heavenly Parent, nothing t 
T can do shall be lacki the 
ance and salvation of Hi le Israel. 
My heart is full of blessings toward 
and like a t just se from 
beloved chil I feel to say a word 
or two of exhortation, to stir up your 
minds by way of remembrance, and to 
point out how by patient continuance in 


well doi 
tu time if you faint not. 
also feel to invoke the best gift of heaven 
and the choicest blessings of eterni 
rest upon you, and most assuredly 
will according to your capacity of 
ment, and the measure of your faith 
cernin 

By faith and works united, you 
beceme members of the kingdom o 
at you begun, the crown 

glory will be insured. The path of 
duty is the only path of eg ¢ or bles- 
Therefore, my brethren and sisters, abide 
therein with renewed and redoubled dili- 

let no consideration lead you from 


hope 

but short, and that the happy day may 
soon in strike 
hands and greet each other in the Valleys 
of the mountains, under better circum- 
stances, withal the reality and joyfulness 
of feeling of those who appreciate their 
deliverance from the errors, Sento and 
plagues of Babylon, and surrounded with 


the gifts, the blessings, and the power of 


’Tis there we shall receive new strength 
and vigour, both of mind and body, and 
realize that light and intelligence and 
Priesthood which will fit and 


us 
ing of the Lord; I 
say, be 


and erful in all 
things, for the day is nigh ar hand. 


. for its issue the threshold of celestial glory. 
Be prayerful and humble, and withal let 
than your brotherly ‘and sisterly kindness | your prayers be wisely directed for x 
go unrewarded. things, and your humility genuine. Wis-. 
I am now about to enter upon a voyage | dom is the principal thing, apd geeg = 
and journey of reper ¢ character and | to direct in everything 2 and for this 
of no ordinary risk, and 1 would earnestly | we may pray, and that, too, successfully, 
without fear of being upbraided. 
I now | farewell but with the fervent 


i377 


4 


_ known to Moses, and 


had ing and prayer nicetings 
on deck an below, and we 
of the Spirit of God, but deep 


Regretted 
the continued sickness of our beloved | i 


President Several the 
crew were favourably disposed, and pro- 
mised to go through to the his $ 

When we arrived at New Orleans we 
were met by Elder McGaw, the t of 
Elder Erastus Snow, whose 
gentlemanly bearing won the affection 
and esteem of all who became acquainted 
with him; and I am y to say that 
by our united exertions (those who had 
means len those none), 
we succeeded in taking e company 

the river, excepting two sisters who 
chose to stay at New Orleans. 

Our oe at St. Louis far exceeded 
all I could have ex and indeed all 
that ever took place at St. Louis before, 
and we all realized the blessings of bei 
within the organization of a Stake of 
Zion. About two days before our arrival, 
a severe frost set in and the river was 
nearly blocked with ice. Brothers Eras- 


ind, and | this 
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of worship, the the first o 

of attention, and they, as well as the 
whole company, were located in hired 
houses as soon as possible. 


business, and have 

_ work, enjoy very good 
bealth, and expect to 
Med others Denial 

r tO 
Spencer, Linforth, Jaques, Little, &. 
If this.letter be published, I wish m 

acquaintances in' England who have as 
me to write, to consider it the fulfilment 


being | of an ises I may have made. 
With kine J 


nd love, I remain your humble 
servant and fellow-labourer, 
Joun Parson. 


Puried Citirs 

Every fact recorded the Spanish 

te show that there 

of civilization and great anti 
ptheraye d as to have 
traditions of creation 


as 
80 ci 
have uated them in-writing. The 


builders of these ruined cities 


having taught their barbarous conq 
the dand the Aztecs, to adore a 
nameless and formless Deity, would seem 
to an antiquity to which the ima- 
scarcely rise. ‘There is no 
reason to suppose that Phoenicia could have 
sent forth a colony with ideas of the Deity 
such as these; nor:can we ascribe to that 
commercial, corrupt, and idolatrous city 
of commerce, the know of the true 
acoount of the creation the event of 


the deluge, which the Spanish historians 
and early missionaries agree to have been 
old among the traditions of the aborigi- 
nes of Polynesia and among the people of 

Mexico, when Europeans first i 
upon the continent and among the 


af the West. 


How, then, did the dwellers of Central 
America obtain their knowledge of the 
creation and the deluge? Fortuitous vo- 


. | incidence is impossible. The fact of their 


knowledge rests upon testimony, which, 
in the case of any ordinary historical fact 
would be held indisputable. The zealous 
Oatholics who stndied the Maya | 

and constructed admirable ents, snd 
vocabularies of this and other American 
their traditions in their an- 
cient 


so little favour that they ascribe the know- 
ledge to Satan. § ds, lay and eecle- 
siastic, look upon the whole system as a 
device of the devil and a work of 

and they destroyed: priests, temples, and 
books, with indiscriminate hostility. It 
is not likely that they would invent for 
the benefit of these “ miserable heathen” 
a. 


tus Snow, Milo Andrus, the ratte 

his Counsellors ‘were early on the , 

he'majority of the company were taken 

a | Work, as a gener: ng, 1s scarce at 

: present moment, and provisions very 

| dear, but we expect the river to open in a 

| week or two, and then work will be abun- 

Ged to man of the early history of the 

arth. Bernal Diez and De Solis, Vila 

Hutierre, and may be dishonest 

n their oe or their compila- 

ions; the books of bark, the writings 
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seen at Zempoala, may be fictitious or | and forests, may have been, as 

‘modern forgeries; but the testimony that | tions assert, the grand children 
these are not so is at t very strong, | and the con raries of 
and not disproved, On the other hand | The subject is at 

there is nothing impossible in the sugges- | search, and yet how little it has been i 
tion that the race which strewed monu- j ‘ 


Borivtivs. 


An Indian was questioned— What is original sin? He quickly replied—Idleness. 

Men are often capable of greater things than they perform. y are sent into the 
world with bills of credit, and seldom draw to the full extent.—Horace Walpole. 

By examining the of their patient, physicians discover the diseases of the body, 
and philosophers the of the mind, 

No man advances more in the know of the truth than he who understands that, 
though he makes much proficiency, there always remains much for him to investigate.— 
Leo of Rome. 

Tue population of St. Louis in 1830, was 5,852; in 1840, 16,496; in 1850, 77,860. 
According to the census lately’ taken there is a population of 97,218 in the six wards of 
the city. Outside of the city limits, there is a population of abont 30,000. This shows an 
increase of about'10,000 a year since 1850, 

A Horr ron Tea-Daiwxers.— Warrington, a distinguished chemist, found that the 
colour of green tea consists of Prussian blue and Lape et nda So that, in fact, 

is 


the drinkers of green tea, as it comes to the English market, in a beverage of 
Chinese paint, and might imitate the mixture by dissolving Prussian blue and plaster-of- 
Paris in hot water. e Chinese do not drink this painted tea—they only sell it. 

“Squire,” said an old man of sixty, the other day, toa younger acquaintance, “d’ye 
ever wash yourself all over?” They were examining a new-fashioned shower-bath stand- 
ing on the side-walk by the door of a dealer, “Ob yes,” said ny wr » “I bathe 
frequently. Itisa — delightful, in ng “Yew dew! Wall, I never 
did but once in my life. It's a most curi’s feelin! Why, for ten days arterwards I felt as 
if I was changed a flock of pigeons.” 

Who can tell the value of a smile? It costs the giver nothing, but is beyond price 
to the erring and repenting, the sad and cheerless, the lost and forsaken. It disarms 
malice—subdues temper—turns hatred to love—revenge to kindness—and paves the dark- 
est paths with gems of sunlight. A smile on the brow betrays a kind heart, a me 
friend, an affectionate brother, » dutiful son, a happy husband. It adds a c to 
beauty, it decorates the face of the deformed, and makes a lovely woman resemble an angel 

in 


URTAIN Lectures BY Mrs. Fusss.—* Fubbs, I want to talk to you a while, and I 
want you to awake while I do it. You want to goto sleep? Yes, you always want 
to GO TO SLEEP, but I don’t. I’m not one of them sleepy kind. It’s a good thing for you, 
Mr. Fubbs, that you have a wife who imparts information by lectures, else you would bea 
perfect ignoramus. Not a thing about the house to except a Bible the Christian 
Association gave you, and a tract that a fellow called Porter left one day, entitled ‘ Light 
for the Heathen,’ It’s well he left it, meee” Nt sd. a Heathen, Fubbs. You thank God you 
ain’t a Mormon. Yes, I understand that uation, too, you profane wretch! You mean 
a are glad that you hadn’t but one wife. You never would have known there was a 

ormon, Mr. Fubbs, 


paper a whole year. And then you are so ignorant, Fubbs. Didn't you take your gun 
tother day and walk clear down to the Mash a hunting, because somebody told you 
| Y-e-s, y-o-u d-i-d; Fubbs, you needn't deny 
it. But the Turkeys were all out of-the Rushes, I-guess, before you went there. Didn't 


fubbs declare your name — to be Fibbs, you tell so many of ’em. It’s only last 

week that I lost one dollar and fifty cents on butter that I sold to a pedlar because I did’nt 

know the market price, which is published - week, That would have - for the 
any, did you? it was a bad day for turkeys, wasn't it? Ha! haj ha!” 


